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Urban Liveability

1)Liveability Rankings and Indices
— aims, formats and critiques

3)Ancient Roots of ‘Liveability’ —
Welfare; Well Being; Happiness;
Hedonism; Good Life; Eudaemonia

5)Modern Interpretations —
Psychology: Self-Actualisation;
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs;
Human Development Index

7)Urban Cases — Singapore/Batam

9)Discussion — Liveability for whom?
Where? and When?




Introduction
Liveability: Rankings and Indicies

1) Mercer (Financial Services Consultancy) — Quality of Life Survey
39 criteria used including: , , : ,
, political-economic stability and public transportation.

2) Monocle (Style Magazine) — Most Liveable City Index

Criteria in this survey are safety/crime, international connectivity, climate/sunshine, quality of
architecture, public transportation, tolerance, environmental issues and access to nature,
urban design, business conditions, pro-active policy developments and medical care

3) Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU — economic forecasting) — Global Liveability Survey
Criteria include: availability of goods and services, low personal risk, and an effective
infrastructure. ‘Provides scores for lifestyle challenges in 140 cities worldwide’.

4) OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) — Better Life Index
There is more to life than the cold numbers of GDP and economic statistics — This Index
allows you to compare well-being across countries, based on 11 topics the OECD has
identified as essential, in the areas of material living conditions and quality of life.

Affairs / Urbanism ( OECD
Q Quality of Life Survey 2014 f/(\ Better Life

Brisbane X Sk k
T T

Finding the measure of a city is as much about the intangibles that light Filmmaker
up a community as the infrastructure keeping it going. We've sized up Cesare Serventi

where the balance is best with our annual top 25. Graphics

Henning Gjerde




Introduction
Liveability: Rankings and Indicies

1) Mercer (Financial Services Consultancy) — Quality of Life Survey
39 criteria used including: , , : ,
, political-economic stability and public transportation.

2) Monocle (Style Magazine) — Most Liveable City Index

Criteria in this survey are safety/crime, international connectivity, climate/sunshine, quality of
architecture, public transportation, tolerance, environmental issues and access to nature,
urban design, business conditions, pro-active policy developments and medical care
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Criteria include: availability of goods and services, low personal risk, and an effective
infrastructure. ‘Provides scores for lifestyle challenges in 140 cities worldwide’.

4) OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) — Better Life Index

There is more to life than the cold numbers of GDP and economic statistics — This Index
allows you to compare well-being across countries, based on 11 topics the OECD has
identified as essential, in the areas of material living conditions and quality of life.

Critiques
1) Bias:
* The Economist Intelligence Unit report is : "The Economist clearly equates
livability with speaking English (New York Times)

EIU does not take into account the as a factor in ‘liveability’.
» The Mercer list helps multi-national companies decide where to open offices or plants, and
how much to pay employees.
2) Philosophical: Measuring the unmeasurable?
3) Simplistic:
» Amryta Sen saw the development of the Human Development Index (HDI) as incapable of
capturing the full complexity of development processes, yet ultimately saw the pragmatic
value of estimating a single number for policy purposes (for development).
* '‘Boring’ cities dominate: Vancouver, Melbourne, Zurich, Calgary — missing the grime,
where’s the mess? Full complexity of urban experience. Related to Sen’s critique of HDIs
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OECD
Better Life
Index

The dots show...

Number of responses

Happiness in different cultures

What do Denmark, Germany, South Africa and Switzerland
have in common when it comes to well-being? Despite
their distinct cultural backgrounds and geographical
distance, they all rank life satisfaction as critical for a

better life.
> Next
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‘Liveability’ is an ancient theme
Classical Roots in ‘Eudaemonia’

In his Nicomachean Ethics, (1095a15-22) says that eudaimonia means 'doing and
living well’. The term is sometimes translated as ‘happiness’ or ‘flourishing’

The treatise begins with a discussion of eudaimonia; followed by an examination of the
nature of areté (“virtue,” “excellence”) and the character traits that human beings need in
order to live life at its best. The treatise examines the conditions in which praise or blame are
appropriate, and the nature of pleasure and friendship; near the end of the work, we find a
brief discussion of the proper relationship between human beings and the divine (dictionary of
philosophy
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Let us resume our inquiry and state, in view of the fact that all knowl-
edge and every pursuit aims at some good, what it is that we say polit-
ical science aims at and what is the highest of all goods achievable by

action. Verbally there is very general agreement; for both the general . .
y e 8 & eudaimonia:

run of men and people of superior refinement say that it is happiness, . ‘ SR
peop P y PP happiness or ‘flourishing

and identify living well and doing well with being happy; but with re-
gard to what happiness is they differ, and the many do not give the
same account as the wise. For the former think it is some plain and
obvious thing, like pleasure, wealth, or honour; they differ, however,
from one another- and often even the same man identifies it with dif-
ferent things, with health when he is ill, with wealth when he is poor;
but, conscious of their ignorance, they admire those who proclaim
some great ideal that is above their comprehension. Now some
thought that apart from these many goods there is another which is
self-subsistent and causes the goodness of all these as well. To exam-
ine all the opinions that have been held were perhaps somewhat fruit-
less; enough to examine those that are most prevalent or that seem to
be arguable.




Modern Eudaimonia

Models of eudaimonia in psychology emerged from early work on self-actualisation and the means of
its accomplishment by researchers such as , , and Abraham . The psychologist
C. D. Ryff highlighted the distinction between eudaimonia wellbeing, which she identified as
psychological well-being, and wellbeing or pleasure. Building on Aristotelian ideals of
belonging and benefiting others, flourishing, thriving and exercising excellence, she conceptualised
eudaimonia as a six-factor structure:

Autonomy

Personal growth
Self-acceptance

Purpose in life
Environmental mastery
Positive relations with others.
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Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs

morality,
creativity,
spontaneity,
problem solving,
lack of prejudice,
Self-actualization acceptance of facts

self-esteem, confidence,
achievement, respect of others,
respect by others

, friendship, family, sexual intimacy
Love/belonging

security of: body, employment, resources,
morality, the family, health, property

Physiological




Human Development Index

» Life expectancy at birth
. : Mean years of schooling and Expected years of schooling
+ Standard of living (GNI per capita)

UNDP began using a new method of calculating the HDI in 2010 — with refinements in Education
index

Annual Development Reports of the (UNDP).
Devised "to shift the focus of development economics from national income accounting to people-
centered policies”.

To convince the public, academics, and policy-makers that they can and should evaluate development
not only by economic advances but also improvements in human well-being.

Mahbub Ul Haq (Pakistani economist) proposed the idea. Amartya Sen initially opposed this idea, but
he soon went on to help Haq develop the Index in the future. Sen was worried that it was going to be
difficult to capture the full complexity of human capabilities in a single index but Haq persuaded him
that only a single number would shift the attention of policy-makers from concentration on economic to
human well-being.







Table 1: Human Development Index and its components

Download all data

Table 1: Human Development Index and its Components

HDI  Country Human Development Life expectancy at Mean years of Expected years of Gross national income (GNI) per  Human Development Change in
rank Index (HDI) Value, 2013 birth (years), 2013 schooling (years), schooling (years), 2012  capita (2011 PPP $), 2013 Index (HDI) Value, 2012 rank, 2012-
2012 a a 2013

Very high human development

Norway 0.944 d d d 63,909
Australia 0.933 . . . 41,524
Switzerland 0.917 d ; b 53,762
Netherlands 0.915 . . . 42,397
United States 0.914 d i 4 52,308
Germany 0.911 . . . 43,049
New Zealand 0.910 . 4 I 32,569
Canada 0.902 . . X 41,887
Singapore 0.901 A 72,371

Denmark 0.900 . . . 42,880

Turkey
Kazakhstan
Mexico

Seychelles

Human Development Index Report, 2014
UNDP




Map 1.1 Borders matter

HDI in United States and Mexican border localities, 2000
HDI, 2000

‘- 0.636-0.700
- 0.701-0.765

-- — 0.766 - 0.830

[ ‘ ©0.831-0.895

@0.896-0.950

Mexicali: HDI = 0.757

Starr: HDI = 0.766

Source: Anderson and Gerber (2007a).

Human Development Index Report, 2009 (10)
Overcoming barriers: Human mobility and development. UNDP

Anderson, J. B. and J. Gerber. 2007. “Data Appendix to Fifty Years of Change on the U.S.-Mexico Border: Growth, Develoj
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Liveability for whom? When? Where?

Paradoxes of ‘liveability’

Fragility and danger of universal standards







